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much more important than is generally known or
understood, and as in very many cases each member
sits singly his labour is ordinarily quite as severe as
that of any two judges of the High Court when sitting
together as a bench.

The greater part of the Board's work is carried
on by correspondence, partly with commissioners and
partly with Government. The new letters are served
up daily to each member in boxes, with all the im-
portant papers connected with each- question. Lucid'
notes and suggestions are put up by the secretary
subordinate to the member, so that the order to be
issued can usually be passed with comparatively little
difficulty, especially if the secretary is a man of
practical experience and sound ability. There is^
therefore, a smooth as well as a rough side to a seat
in the Board. The member can, if he pleases, dispose
of much of his correspondence in the quiet solitude of
his own house. He is practically master of his own
hours, and of his time for going to office and for leaving
it. Sometimes a member spends the whole day at his
office, and an instance has been known where a very
zealous member actually took up his abode at the
Board, so as to work uninterruptedly on some difficult
subject on which he was engaged. On the other hand
there have been members who only visited their office
fitfully and carried on the greater part of their work
at home. The members of the Board are also at
liberty to make tours of inspection into the interior.